
CONCLUSIONS 
 

THE 1st MEETING OF THE WEST AFRICAN MINISTERS OF WATER 
(AMCOW) HELD AT DAKAR, SENEGAL, 16TH, JANUARY, 2004. 

HOTEL TERANGA 
 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
The West African Ministers Council on Water (WAMCOW) held its first meeting on 
the 16th of January 2004. Twelve Countries (Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote 
D’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Guinea-Conakry, Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, 
Senegal and Togo) were represented at the Technical Session. At the Ministerial 
Session, 7 countries were represented by 5 Ministers (Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and 
Senegal) and two accredited Chief Delegates (Cape Verde and Gambia). This is the 
conclusion of the Ministerial Session. 

BACKGROUND: 
The West African Ministers Council on Water (WAMCOW) is a branch of the 
African Ministers Council on Water (AMCOW). It is a forum of Ministers 
responsible for water affairs from all West African countries. It provides a platform 
for keeping under constant review all water policy issues for Africa’s development. It 
provides the necessary avenue for political dialogue and leadership on water discourse 
in and out of the continent. In the spirit of NEPAD it works to ensure that water issues 
are addressed to revive the economic development of Africa by optimising and 
sharing of water related economic benefits among riparian nations. It also promotes 
piece and security through Sub-regional and Regional Co-operation, which is an 
ingredient for economic revival. WAMCOW is the vehicle for the achievement the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and the World Summit for Sustainable 
Development (WSSD) Targets on water and Sanitation by West Africa. 
 
The objective of the meeting is to set up WAMCOW and to deliberate and conclude 
on a number of outstanding issues that are relevant to the goals and objectives of 
WAMCOW.  

INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT OF WAMCOW 
 
Constitution and Rules of Procedure 
 
Taking due cognisance of the development of AMCOW Constitution and associated 
Rules of Procedure and the arrangement to develop (drawing from similar 
arrangements on other sectors) an interim document that will guide the workings of 
AMCOW pending finalization of the process on the constitution, the Ministers 
directed that the operational guidelines for WAMCOW be similarly developed to 
have synergy with that of AMCOW, as this will address all concerns relating to 
operational procedures. 
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Secretariat Arrangement 
 
Appreciating the need for a functional secretariat for WAMCOW the Ministers 
concluded that ECOWAS should be requested to consider WAMCOW as its organ 
on water Affairs and have its Integrated Water Resources Coordination Unit to 
undertake the secretariat function of WAMCOW. In this regard, the President of 
WAMCOW will send a letter to the Executive Secretary of the ECOWAS.  
 
Executive Committee (WAMCOW-EXCO) 
 
In line with the agreement reached to expand the sub-regional representation on 
the AMCOW-EXCO to three, the Ministers concluded that Burkina Faso be 
admitted as the third EXCO member representing WAMCOW and further impress 
that it would be subject to the dictates of the Rules of Procedure when in force to 
take care of procedural concerns that relate to election and succession among 
others. 
 
Technical Advisory Committee (AMCOW-TAC) 
 
In line with the agreement reached to expand the number of regional membership 
of TAC to five, the Ministers concluded that Nigeria and Niger be included to join 
Burkina Faso, Ghana and Senegal. This conclusion is to take cognisance of the 
fact that AMCOW is at the preparatory stage and would be subject to the effect of 
the Rules of Procedure when in force. 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Consolidation of Relationships: with UN-Water Africa, and regional and sub-
regional economic commissions.  
 
The Ministers appreciate the need to consolidate partnerships and strengthen 
relationships formed, and concluded that formal partnerships agreements be 
entered into with all such organs. To this effect the five members of AMCOW-TAC 
West Africa are to take necessary actions to put the necessary papers for action by 
the President of WAMCOW before the next meeting.  

  
MAJOR INITIATIVES 
 
Africa-EU Strategic Partnership on Water Affairs and Sanitation: 
 
The Ministers noted the significant progress made on the Africa-EU Strategic 
Partnership. On the selection of two countries for the proposed EU support on the 
Water Supply and Sanitation Component, the Ministers noted the relevant Working 
Group report and concluded that Ghana and Cape Verde be presented to the EU as 
the focus pilot countries from the West African sub region.  

 
On the selection of a basin for the proposed EU support for the development of 
Trans boundary basins in Africa, the Ministers appreciated the need to take early 
action in order not to hold back the process. Consequently, the Ministers 
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deliberated the available reports and dialogued to build consensus whereupon the 
Niger Basin is selected with further recommendation for its project components to 
contain a window for the development of the nascent Volta Basin institution.  
 
African Water Facility 

 
The Ministers noted the progress made on the establishment of the African 
Water Facility, especially the provision for five AMCOW members to serve on the 
Governing Board for which WAMCOW is to propose one member and one 
Alternate who will be required to satisfy job profiles to be developed to ensure donor 
confidence. Consequently the Ministers concluded to propose Senegal with Mali as 
Alternate. The Ministers observed that an impending conflict might exists on the 
imposition of job profiles that would need to be taken up at the harmonisation 
meeting coming up in Tunis.  

 
 

Extra-Ordinary Summit of African Union:  Agriculture and Water.  
 
The Ministers noted the level of preparation on the Extra-ordinary Summit of the 
African Union on Agriculture and Water and resolved that the outcome of the Pan 
African Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water (PANAFCON) be 
developed into a suitable document that would constitute AMCOW’s input to the 
Summit. The initial document is to be prepared by TAC by the 20th of December. A 
meeting of AMCOW EXCO will hold in time to consider the document before the 
summit.  
 
Input to the 12th meeting of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD 
12).  

 
The Ministers noted that the meeting of CSD 12 is coming up in April 2004, and 
endorse that the proposed AMCOW’s input to the CSD 12 meeting and the AU extra 
Ordinary Summit should have synergy with the outcome of PANAFCON. 
 
Partnership between G8 and Africa for the achievement of the MDGs and WSSD 
targets on Water and Sanitation 
 
The ministers noted with satisfaction the development of G8 Africa Action Plan on 
water as follows: A message was sent by AMCOW to the G8 Summit in Evian 
requesting for increased support to water and sanitation in Africa.  The report from 
the G8 Summit in Evian in June 2003 contained their commitment and support for the 
development of the water and sanitation sector in Africa. The details are contained in 
the “G8 Water Action Plan”.   As a sign of commitment to this, the German 
Government has taken the initial step to actualise this.  It is expected that the German 
Initiative will leverage positive action from other G8 member countries. 
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AMCOW EXCO MINISTERS 
 
I ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS 

AMCOW CHAIR 

NIGERIA 

1. Alhaji Muhktari S. Shagari 
Hon. Minister of Water Resources 
Federal Ministry of Water Resources 
Old Secretariat, Area 1 Garki – Abuja, FCT 
Tel: +234 9 22342376 
Fax: + 234 9 2342370 
Amcow2@yahoo.com
 

CENTRAL AFRICA 
CHAD 
2. M. Oumar Kadjalami Boukar 

Ministre de l'Environnement et de l'Eau  
B.P. 447 
N'Djamena 
Tchad 
Tél :(235) 52 32 55 ou 52 60 12 
Fax :(235) 52 38 39 

 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
3. Ndoutingai Sylvain (Minister) 

Ministere de L'Energie des Mines et de l'Hydraulique 
Central African Republic 
Bangui 
Central African Republic 

 
NORTH AFRICA 
EGYPT 
4. H.E. Dr. Mahmoud Abu Zeid  

Minister of Water Resources & Irrigation  
Ministry of Water Resources & Irrigation  
1 Gamal Abdel Nasser Street, El Waraa'  
Cairo, Egypt  
Tel: (202) 5449446  
Fax: (202) 5449449 
abuzeid@mwri.gov.eg 
kandil@mwri.gov.eg 

 
MOROCCO 
5. Abdelkbir ZAHOUD 

State Secretary of Water 
Rue Hassan Benchekioun 10002 Agdal RABAT  
Maroc 
Tel: +212 37778690  
Fax: +21237776081  
rafai@mtpnet.gov.ma 
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EAST AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
6. Hon. Anthony Diallo (Deputy Minister) 

Ministry of Water & Livestock  
PO Box 35066, Dar Es Salam 
Tel/Fax:+255 22 2450244 
mpendazoefmt@hotmail.com  

 
UGANDA 
7. Hon. Maria Mutagamba    

Minister of State for Water                                      
Ministry of Water, Lands and Environment 
P.O. Box 7096 
KAMPALA, Uganda 
Tel:  256 41 236 384 
Fax: 256 41 230 891 
MARIA@mwle.go.ug  

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
8. Mr. Ronald Kasrils 

Minister of Water Afairs & Forestry 
Private Bag X 313 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 
Tel: 27 12 336 886 / 12 336 8733 
Fax: 27 12 838 4254 / 21 465 3362 
leo@dwaf.gov.za

LESOTHO 
9. Mr. Monyane Moleleki    

Minister for Natural Resources  
Ministry of Natural Resources    
P.O. Box  577 
Maseru, LESOTHO 
Tel: (266) 311742 
e-mail:<Monyane@ilesotho.com >  

WEST AFRICA 
GHANA 
10. The Honourable Minister 

Minister of Works and Housing 
Ministry of works and Housing 
P.O. Box M43 Accra Ghana 
Tel: (233 21) 662 242  
Fax (233 21)6627 689 
wsrs@ghana.com;   dan-watrecom@ighmail.com

 

SENEGAL 
11. Habib Sy (Minister) 

Ministre des Mines, de l'Energie et de l'Hydraulique 
Ministère des Mines, de l'Energie et de l'Hydraulique 
Building Administratif 
DAKAR, SENEGAL 
Tel: +221 8233974 
Fax:+221-823-3498 
Seckanta@sentoo.sn 

mailto:mpendazoefmt@hotmail.com
mailto:MARIA@mwle.go.ug
mailto:kasrilsadwafwcp@wcape.gov.za
mailto:Monyane@ilesotho.com
mailto:wsrs@ghana.com
mailto:dan-watrecom@ighmail.com


AFRICAN MINISTERS’ COUNCIL ON WATER (AMCOW) 
 

COMPOSITION OF WORKING GROUPS FOR THE 
AFRICAN-EUROPEAN UNION WATER INITIATIVE

 
S/No.  Sub-Region Water Supply & Sanitation IWRM & TB Finance and Cross-cutting issues 

1 CA 
Central African Republic 
Jacques Dieu 
Ministere de L'Energie des Mines et de L'hydraulique, 
Bangui Tel: +236 61 33 41 Fax: +236 61 00 47 
Email:dndemazagoa@yahoo.fr 

Tchad 
Mahamat-Kher Salah 
 Minstere de l’Environment et de l’Eau B.P. 1769 Tchad. 
Tel: +235 292271 Fax:+235 52 56 68 
Email:mksalahi@yahoo.fr 

Congo 
Jean Michael Ossete 
Ministry of Mines, Energy and Water, BP 2120 
BRAZZAVILLE Tel: 242 810264, Fax: 242 815077 
Email: jmossete@yahoo.fr 

2  EA Kenya 
Silverster Kiai 
Ministry of Water Resources Management & 
Development, PO Box 30521, Nairobi, Tel: 254 02 
2716103 Email: nileproject@wananchi.com 

Tanzania 
Fred Mpendazoe 
Central Water Board Unit Ministry of Water & Livestock 
Development, PO Box 35066, Dar Es Salam, Tel: +255 22 
2450244, Fax: +255 22 2450244 Email: 
mpendazoefmt@hotmail.com 

Uganda 
Mohamed Badaza 
Directorate of Water Development, Ministry of 
Water, Land and Environment Box 19 Entebbe, 
Uganda Tel: +256 41321342,  +256 77449215 Fax: 
+256 41321368 / 230897 
 Email: MBADAZA@HOTMAIL.COM OR 
BADAZA.WRMD@DWD.CO.UG 

3  NA Morocco 
Mokhtar Bzioui 
Secretariat d'Etat Charge de l'Eau Rue Hassan 
Benchekroun Agdal, Rabat, Maroc Tel: 212 37778690 
Fax: 212 3776081 Email: bzioui@mtpnet.gov.ma 

Egypt 
Essam Khalifa 
Ministry of Irrigation Minister's Office Cairo, Tel: +202 
5449420 / 5449425, Fax: 2025449470 / 5449410Email: 
essamk@mwri.gov.eg 

Algeria 
Rachid Taibi 
Ministere des Resources et Eau 40 Avenue 
Mohamedi BIRMANDREIS ALGER Tel: +213 21 
542559 Fax: +213 21 542542 Email: 
HRNA@WISSAL.DZ 

4  SA Lesotho 
Khomoatsana Tau / B. Leleka 
Ministry of Natural Resources PO Box 772, Maseru, 
Lesotho TePO Box 772, Maseru, Lesotho Tel: 266 
22323698 Fax: 266 22310520 
Email:leleka@ilesotho.com or tau@ilesotho.com 

Namibia 
Mr Kahuure Kahijore 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water & Rural Development, PMB 
3193 WINDHOEK Tel: 264 61 2087690, 264 61 2087691 
Fax: 264 61 2087692 Email: khuure@mawrd.gov.na 

Republic of South Africa 
Reginald Tekateka 
Department of Water Affairs, R.S.A. Private Bag 
A156, Maseru, Lesotho Tel: 00266 22315197 Fax: 
00266 22310009 Email: rmt@lhwc.org.ls 

5  WA Ghana 
Samuel Lamptey 
Managing Director 
Ghana Water Company  Ghana Tel:0023321662037 
Fax:0023321663552 
Email:slampty@africaonline.com.gh 
 

 

Senegal 
Anta Seck    
DGPRE / MAH Ex Camp Lat Diop BP 4005 Dakar Tel: 
002218222154 Fax:0022118229581 Email: 
seckanta@sentoo.sn

Burkina Faso 
Francis Bougaire 
Ministere de L'Agriculture, De L'Hydraulique et 
Des Resources Halieutiques 03 BP 7025 
OUAGADOUGU Tel: 226 311757 Fax: 226 31 
5006 
 Email: fdbougaire@netcourrier.com, 
boufra@hotmail.com 

6  AMCOW
Secretariat AMCOW SECRETARIAT 

Danube Crescent, Maitama District, Abuja, Nigeria 
PMB 159 Area 1 Garki Abuja 
Attention: Engr MAK Abubakar, MFR, FNSE  
Tel:+234 9 234 2891(Direct) +234 9 234 2205 
(Secretary) Fax:+234 9 234 2895 
Email: nwater@hotmail.com, amcow2@yahoo.com

AMCOW SECRETARIAT 
Danube Crescent, Maitama District, Abuja, Nigeria 
PMB 159 Area 1 Garki Abuja 
Attention: Engr MAK Abubakar, MFR, FNSE  
Tel:+234 9 234 2891(Direct) +234 9 234 2205 (Secretary) 
Fax:+234 9 234 2895 
Email: nwater@hotmail.com, amcow2@yahoo.com

AMCOW SECRETARIAT 
Danube Crescent, Maitama District, Abuja, 
Nigeria 
PMB 159 Area 1 Garki Abuja 
Attention: Engr MAK Abubakar, MFR, FNSE  
Tel:+234 9 234 2891(Direct) +234 9 234 2205 
(Secretary) Fax:+234 9 234 2895 
Email: nwater@hotmail.com, amcow2@yahoo.com
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