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A network for capacity building

Building Capacity for Water Resources Management in Southern Africa

WaterNet Trust

79 members

All SADC countries

+Uganda and Kenya

A SADC

Subsidiary institution



Building Capacity for Water Resources Management in Southern AfricaStrategic

RSAP3 (2011-2015): 5.2, 
other specific interventions

RSAP 4 (2016-2020): Lead of 
SHCP

Phase IIb: Euro 3,1M DGIS & 
Sida

Phase III: Euro 7,7 M.  DGIS, 
BMZ, Sida, UNDP, CPWF, 
ECFP7, ACCFP, 
SADC,UNESCO,DANIDA
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Building Capacity for Water Resources Management in Southern AfricaFunded by

Netherlands Ministry of 
Development Cooperation 

Special Projects (led by Trust 
or led by members)

Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency (ends 2011)

Governance

Education

(Msc, PhD)
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IWRM curriculum

content
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Core hosts (registering 
universities)

Specialisation hosts 
(option modules and 
linked masters degrees)

A SADC

Subsidiary institution

Guest lecturers drawn from regional 
and international institutions
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502 graduates since 1999

New curriculum operating

28 students in stream, 2016-
2017 intake started 22 
February 2016.

Need for more students as 
only 10% of applications are 
receiving fellowships.
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Graduates –
significant change

Catchment managers (Mz,Zw)

Water Department senior staff 
(Bw,Ke,Ls,Nm, SW,Ug,Zm,Zw)

NGO heads (Nm,Tz,Zw)

Water Boards (Mw)

Global NGOs (GWP,IUCN,WIN)

Research institutions (ZA, 
ZW,ZM, MW, SW)
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PHASE IV (2017-2021) Strengthening 
capacity to co-create regional water 
solutions in a  changing environment





WaterNet Approach-Way Forward



Poverty and  
l imited

capacity to 
cope with 

extremes

Exis ting

s izeable 
number of 
WaterNet 
Alumni

Limited technical 

capabilities and  weak 
scientific understanding of 
water related aspects

Focus on 

formal 
education and 
tra ining

Capacity building in the water sector for the 
SADC region remains one of the critical 
elements in unlocking the regional potential 



The 193-Member United Nations General Assembly formally 
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development on 25 
September 2015, along with a set of bold new Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)
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Thank you


