“Nexus Dialogues – Phase I”

WEF Nexus- SDGs Position Paper. 

- Draft Structure and Content Description -
1. Executive Summary
2. Introduction              
Definition of the objectives, narrative, target-group and geographical focus. 
The main objective of the Position Paper is to i) frame the context for operationalising the Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus outside EU for development cooperation support and provide recommendations for future projects and initiatives. Additionally, this document aims to (ii) address the needs of institutions and organisations implementing the WEF Nexus, support the quality control of relevant projects, define the design criteria for certain types of projects and demonstrate the added-value and benefits occurring from the investment and (iii) application of the WEF Nexus concept in practice, especially in the context of 2030 Agenda and SDGs. 

The Policy Paper does not replicate the existing WEF Nexus studies but in a synthetic way integrates scientific and practical knowledge towards providing guidelines and solutions for successful WEF Nexus implementation. In this context, it demonstrates practical solutions for solving Nexus implementation problems and poses the investment opportunities. 
The geographical Scopus of the Policy Paper is at National (policy planning and development), Regional and Transboundary (River basins, Trade of Energy and Agricultural Products) level, including both urban and rural areas. The focus is the four Regions defined in the Nexus Dialogues project: Africa, Latin America, Central Asia, and MENA Region.   
The Position Paper’s main audience is DG DEVCO and the Delegations, providing further support to EC DG DEVCO for the second phase of the Nexus Dialogues project. In addition, target group of this document could be Governments, Ministries and other important policy actors and organisations who are implementing or are willing to implement WEF Nexus. 
Besides analysing the Water-Energy-Food interlinkages and trade-offs for achieving specific SDGs (2, 6 and 7) it sets the sustainability framework for applying the WEF Nexus, which enhances environmental protection as well as other social and economic challenges and crisis to respond.  

3. Background                   

[The Background section of the Position Paper provides a thorough and concrete state of the art of the WEF Nexus.  It presents the fundamental WEF Nexus approaches and their interconnection with specific Sustainable Development Goals (2, 6 and 7) setting the conceptual background. More analytical, it provides the context for linking WEF Nexus with the implementation of specific SDGs and the acceleration of development interventions in terms of economic evidence. Moreover, it presents an institutional mapping analysis illustrating the most important WEF Nexus related Organisations and Programmes and their specific fields of actions. It also demonstrates the most influential existing WEF Nexus projects, international and national initiatives and policy frameworks. 

The information provided in this section is not extended but provides in detail all the sources with references and links in order to assist the institutions applying Nexus approaches with all the relevant information and state-of-the-art knowledge.]

3.1 Basic Principles of the WEF Nexus and SDGs
3.2 Existing Organizations and Programmes: Who does what and Institutional Mapping Analysis. 
3.3 Existing projects, initiatives, policies 
4. Applying WEF Nexus in policy and practice: guidelines and challenges based on Nexus experiences 

[This is the core section of the Position Paper bringing into practice the experience of WEF Nexus leading organisations regarding a series of issues indispensable for successful implementation of Nexus projects. Based on experiences and lessons learnt it provides specific guidelines for Nexus policy practitioners.]

4. 1 Nexus Policy and Cooperation

· Establishing Nexus cooperation Frameworks, 

· Identifying policy and development cooperation needs

· Framing the Nexus policy agenda

 [The policy and cooperation framework is crucial for the successful implementation of Nexus projects. At the initial stage of the policy level, it is important to set the Nexus cooperation framework. How can this process be more efficient facilitated and which are the steps for establishing the cooperation framework? After establishing the cooperation framework the identification of the specific Nexus policy and development cooperation needs is the next step of this collective process. Which is the most efficient way to identify the specific needs? In a later stage, a Nexus policy agenda should correspond to the long term policy planning. Which is the process for setting the policy agenda? ] 
4. 2 Governance and Capacity building 
· Governance and Institutional settings facilitating NEXUS
· Needs for training and Capacity Building
[Facilitating Nexus policies and projects requires the appropriate institutional environment. In this context, the Position Paper presents those governance and institutional settings that can successfully enhance the implementation of WEF Nexus projects. Which the importance of multi-level stakeholders and public-private partnerships and how participatory approaches influence the application of WEF Nexus? Which are the key institutions and how can they better cooperate in implementing Nexus projects? Do we need hierarchical (vertical) of horizontal governance structures? Which the importance of the civil society and participation of the local societies in the decision-making process and in implementing the projects? How diplomacy can influence Nexus projects, particularly when WEF Nexus is applied in transboundary level? 
Furthermore, which are the capacities that the institutions implementing NEXUS should possess and how capacity building activities and relevant training can enhance their practical expertise? ]
4.3 Data and Tools assessing WEF Nexus
· Managing data and linking data across sectors

· Technical and approaches, instruments, models 

· Identifying time and spatial scale 

[Applying a WEF Nexus project, it is essential to possess available data and tools for performing an intersectoral analysis. It is important to have a standardised process for collecting and analysing data but also integrating data from the different Nexus sectors. Moreover, at the practical level a wide variety of approaches, instruments and models are analysing the Nexus. However, it is not clear to the policy makers which tools are most appropriate to address specific needs. This section provides a guide with the available mainstream WEF Nexus tools for analysing different aspects of the Nexus such as hydrological and agronomic modelling, energy efficiency, energy supply and demand, food production & security, economic assessment, hydro-economic modelling, institutional analysis, multi-stakeholder analysis etc. Additionally, it introduces lessons learnt regarding efficient time and spatial scales for applying Nexus projects.] 
4.4 Sustainable Technological Approaches and Solutions: Facilitating the most appropriate technologies in various scales
· (EC solutions for water, energy and food) 
[A series of technological solutions emerge in applying WEF Nexus solutions in practice. Specific technologies correspond to projects and investments. However, it is not always clear which are the most appropriate technological solutions. In this context, the Position Paper illustrates the technological advances and their benefits in the WEF Nexus sector including among others: energy efficiency technologies, water saving irrigation systems, hydropower, bioenergy, desalination, efficient crops practices etc.]

4.5 Nexus financing and feasibility 
· Nexus projects cycle management and feasibility. Resources requirements (time, financial, human)
· Enhancing Nexus investments 
· Economic benefits applying Nexus for better SDGs implementation

[The feasibility and financing of the WEF Nexus projects is crucial for deciding upon the investments. Prior to the investments, it is important to define the most efficient project cycle management processes including detailed feasibility criteria. Which are the project requirements regarding financial and human resources and which is the time framework for applying successful Nexus projects? Another significant field is to define the criteria for making Nexus projects part of investment plans. In this context, the Position Paper defines the conditions and the funding sources for bankable Nexus projects. Furthermore, it demonstrates the economic benefits induced by applying Nexus projects towards meeting specific targets of SDGs.]

5. Study Findings and Recommendations, opportunities and the Way Forward  
[This sector highlights the main findings of the paper. Additionally, it incorporates the main results of the Nexus Dialogues experts’ workshop (November 2017). Combining both sources is summarizes the most important recommendations for implementing WEF Nexus projects, demonstrates the opportunities in this field and poses the way forward to more efficient and beneficiary Nexus projects.]

